[image: ][image: ]
image1.png
BEREISHIS

Parents, Relatives, Friends, and Rabbi:

Today, we read the very first portion of Torah, Bereishis, which deal with the
creation of the Universe, the heavens and the earth, people, animals, everything!
Bereishis also tells of Adam and Eve's banishment from the Garden of Eden and
how Cain killed Abel.

In contrast to my Torah portion whose stories are so well known to everybody,
the story of my Haftorah portion is not as well known. It tells the story of Jonathan
and David. Let me briefly recount this story.

At the time of this tale, the land of Israel was ruled by King Saul. David was a
popular general in the service of the King. Jonathan was the King's son and heir
to the throne. David and Jonathan were very close friends. At the time of the
story David was becoming increasingly popular because of his brilliant command
of the armies. The King became deeply suspicious as he saw his heir and his
general join forces. To him this meant that David was probably using Jonathan to
plan a coup. Jonathan knew of his father’s suspicions, and, when a good
opportunity presented itself, he sent David away for his own good. The next day
at breakfast King Saul noticed David's absence and said:

“Something hath befallen him, he is unclean; surely he is unclean.” Jonathan
worried because he knew the King was plotting against David. When David was
missing for the second day, Saul questioned Jonathan and Jonathan tried to
explain David's absence in a way that would not arouse the King’s suspicions.
Saul did not believe Jonathan and he became very angry with him. He told
Jonathan that he was rebelling against his very own father in shielding David. He
demanded that Jonathan go forth and bring back David because he deserved to
die. Jonathan became very angry at what he considered an unjust threat to his
friend's life. The next morning Jonathan went out in the field and signaled David.
He told him that his life was in danger and helped him escape from the land of
King Saul. In protecting David in this way Jonathan put his own life in jeopardy.
What is the meaning of the story of Jonathan and David? it shows a young man
faced with a very difficult choice: abedience to his father or allegiance to his close
friend. It is a common situation, one in which many of us sometimes find
ourselves, choosing between either our family or our friends, or between two of

our good friends. Jonathan could have reacted to the situation in two opposite
ways. He could have delivered David to King Saul and David would have surely

been killed. Jonathan would have obeyed his father and at the same time
eliminated a potential rival to the throne. On the other hand, Jonathan couid have
joined forces with David and overthrown Saul, and perhaps become King.

As we know, Jonathan did neither of these things but chose instead to remain
true to his principles by serving both his friend and his father. He saved his
friend's life yet at the same time protected his father's throne from any possible
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danger from David. Jonathan put his very life | danger by doing what he did. But
he felt very strongly that he was doing the right thing in protecting his friend.
Jonathan never became King and died at an early age, but his story is told to this
very day. Indeed, the phrase “Jonathan and David” has come to stand for deep
friendship.

My Torah portion also tells a story of the relationship between two young men:
the brothers, Cain and Abel. As everyone knows, their relationship was
completely different than that of Jonathan and David. It was one based on
jealousy and fear, and it eventually ended in the killing of Abel by his brother
Cain. Unfortunately, all through history and to our very own times Cain’s behavior
had been just as common as that of Jonathan. Perhaps it is even more common.
| suppose that to some extent the attitudes of both Cain and Jonathan are
present in all of us. We must always strive to let the Jonathan in us to be the
stronger of the two.

Today’s portion marks the beginning of the Torah, and my Bar Mitzvah marks the
beginning of my adult participation in this congregation. | hope that as | grow up !
will follow the example of Jonathan and remain true to my convictions and loyal
to my friends even when it might be easier to do otherwise.

| would like to thank all of you for attending my Bar Mitzvah. | would especially
like to thank my teachers for helping me prepare for my Bar Mitzvah, and finally {
would like to thank my parents for al! their support and affection.

SHABBAT SHALOM




